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Environmental Health Officer
London Borough of Haringey
Level 6 — Alexandra House
10 Station Road

Wood Green

London N22 7TR

Email: enforcement.response@haringey.gov.uk
Your ref:

Our ref: FRI0032/SR
Email: susanring@hglaw.co.uk

14 October 2016

Dear Sirs,

We are acting for the Friends of Finsbury Park in this matter.

The above Premises Licence was granted to Live Nation on 16 December 2013 for the holding
of the Wireless Festival. As you will know, the Wireless Festival in Finsbury Park has been
and continues to be very controversial and has been the subject of many complaints by local
residents.

We note the licensing objectives of the Licensing Act 2003, namely:

The prevention of crime and disorder
Public safety

The prevention of public nuisance
The protection of children from harm

We also note your Counclil’s Statement of Licensing Policy 2016-2021.

It is our client’s case, for the reasons set out below, that the Wireless Festival 2016 has
caused very serlous disturbance amounting to a public nuisance.

(1) Noise

Many complaints were made by residents to our client direct throughout Wireless 2016 and
these have been forwarded in a redacted version to your Council by email to Sarah Jones,
Events and Partnerships Manager (copy attached for your ease of reference). Complaints
about nolse in residents’ homes are for example at pages 11-20, 27, 29, 33, 34, 36.

Residents describe the noise in their dwellings as follows:
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i. ...the noise was so loud that I couldn’t concentrate or relax in my flat.’
ii.  ‘moving due to the music...swaying side to side’;
ili. ‘my flatis actually rocking from the volume of the music...it feels like a small earth
quake...’
iv. My building was full on shaking!...I looked up to see my chandelier swaying from
side to side. This is disgusting...”
v. ‘..the noise made my ears hurt...vibrations around the flat and I even heard cracking
noises.’
vi. .. our flat was physically shaking'.

vii. 'The fact that the bass is shaking our building is quite alarming.’

viii.  ‘Unacceptable and persistently loud noise...I live in the building with the green
balconies on Seven Sisters Road...I can't even begin to imagine the block directly
facing the park'.

ix. ‘Music too loud that my youngest son (15 years old) said it was like the house was
shaking, and he found it difficult to do his revision...’
X. ‘Excessive noise for 3 days and nights running. Could feel vibrations from the bass
on Sunday night.’
xi. ‘Thumping headache due to noise of thumping bass.’
xii. ‘..noise level was atrocious...’
xiii. ‘Excess noise from the festival including the police helicopter flying past 11 pm.’

Residents complained that calling the Wireless information line produced an answering
machine and calling Haringey Council they were put through to an out of hours team
answering machine or to an officer advising that the complaint would be discussed at the
next Licensing Meeting but no details given of when that Meeting would be.

In fact, we have now received the Council’s redacted version of calls to the out of hours
team and their responses and this is attached. We note that the Council’s noise team was
on occasion dispatched by the out of hours team in response to noise complaints about
Wireless 2016, although it is not stated in that document what the noise team found.

(2) Anti-social behaviour

There were many reports of drug taking and other anti-social behaviour in the vicinity
of Wireless ~ see complaint pages 8, 10, 12, 17, 18, 21, 22, 29, 30, 32, 34, 35, 37:

(i) ‘I ...found 4 festival goers in the grounds of the block...their trousers open and
were stuffing unknown items into their trousers no doubt to smuggle them into
the festival.’

(ii) ‘I can't begin to imagine how intimidating it must be for children in the area —
drunken grounds stumbling around, taking drugs, leaving rubbish everywhere.’

(ii) 'I have three young kids...Normally I let the play out, but during Wireless, it's a
no from me. With needles everywhere and condoms all over the floor, the place
becomes [un]inhabitable.’

(iv)'I saw festival goers walking up along the ramp in front of our block of flat and
removing the bags that they had stashed in the bushes.’
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(v) 'On my way home, there was a scuffle at the back door of the festival. The
bouncers were ejecting someone out of the park and he seemed quite
aggressive... We felt quite exposed to this man’s behaviour. If a behaviour is
unacceptable inside the park during the festival; how can these people expect to
behave nermally once ejected? This exposes us residents to unacceptable
antisocial behaviour of rogue individuals.’ »

(vi)'It's such a shame to see a beautiful park turn into a cesspit...I'm not even going
to start on the behaviour or the festival goers or the usage of illegal substances.’

(vii) ‘People were selling gas drug from the trunk of their white car parked in front
of Finsbury mosque....They were not from the mosque.’

(viii) ‘Lot’s [sic] of noise and people sitting on our front steps. When we got up in
the morning we noticed part of our front wall had been knocked down.’

(ix)*Man from within a group getting ready to attend festival urinaring [sic] in the
doorway to a neighbouring block of flats. Consumption of nitrous oxide, empty
canisters discarded all over street.’

() *...was put off when he [Wireless security] let through a group of gitls with bottles
of alcohol [into Hope Space In the Park] saying “I didnt see that”, I left because
I realised there were other groups in there drinking & felt intimidated....It wasn’t
a pleasant place to bring children into.’

(x1)'So much cat calling from maléattendees going and leaving the festival. I didnt
feel safe walking home and night and therefore chose to stay at a friend house
in south London due to the distribution [sic]’.

(xii) °...popper bottles everywhere...’

(i) *...clgarette ends that weren't cigarette ends...’

(xiv) *...we felt unsafe in our own home for the duration of the festival, because of
the amount of intoxicated people walking past our house to get to and from the
park.’ ' - << A

Photographs of drug debrls left at the Park are attached.
(3) Dangerous set up

Residents expressed concern about dangerous set up In the Park with speeding vehicles
presenting danger to children and familles - see complaint pages 1-3, 4, 25, 37

I .1 saw a Wireless setup fork lift truck driving backwards at speed along the path
between the children’s play area and the Hope Space....the second time coming
dangerously close to a mother and young child...’

il. ‘..slgnificantly more noisy vehicles than previously. Felt it was very unsafe for my
small children...My four year old managed at the last minute to narrowly avoid
them...’

fil.  ‘..there was a high volume of vehicles, including an HGV lorry, which makes it difficult
and dangerous to cross the road with children. Surely failing on licensing objectives
2,3and 4.’

iv. ‘.it has not been safe for children to cross the road as they walk through the park
...towards Stroud Green School...’
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v. ‘The driver was clearly oblivious to my presence as he was having a conversation on
a mobile phone whilst driving. This area Is very close to the children’s play areas
and to me this seems like an accident waiting to happen.’

vi. ‘..we walk through the park in order to get our young children to and from nursery
and this walk became totally impossible during the event days.’

Phatographs are enclosed and an electronic link to videos in relation to the above is
at:

hitps: - =78&list=PLDDbMeneNiGpw
L6ix1znglthl_\102TY (the descrlpﬁon below the video gives the context)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROGRy4/7 limY&feature=youtu.be

In the light of the above, namely that the Wireless Festival 2016 has caused very serious
disturbance amounting to a public nuisance, please confirm what steps your Council is taking
to comply with its duty to promote the licensing objectives.

Finally, we note that we asked your Council by email dated 4 October 2016 for a copy of the
Wireless 2016 post event compliance report and logs of noise data from the six measurement
positions taken by the event operator, but to date we have not been supplied with this
information. We now add to that request for information (pursuant to the Environmental
Information Regulations alternatively the FOI provisions) for the noise monitoring
undertaken by your Council’s noise team as referenced in the Council’s Residents’ Line
Complaints Log.

Yours faithfully,

H’”‘N\é“‘ G‘f’\\"

Harrison Grant
c.C. Phil Crier, PBC Licensing Solicitors, Compton House, 79 New Road, Ascot,
Berkshire SL5 8PZ

Raymond Prince, Corporate Governance/Legal Services, Haringey
Daliah Barrett, Licensing Team Leader, Haringey
Local Councillors and MPs as set out in the appendix
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From: Barrett Daliah <Daliah.Barrett@haringey.gov.uk>

Sent: 26 October 2016 17:28

To: Susan Ring; Charlie Merrett

Cc: licensing@haringey.gov.uk.’; Feedback

Subject: FW: LETTER OF COMPLAINT RESPONSE. S RING

Attachments: FESTIVAL REPUBLIC CONDITIONS.pdf; LOG OF SOUND DATA FROM WIRELESS.pdf;

Finsbury Park Acoustic monitoring form July 2016 Wireless.pdf; Wireless - Noise
team 2016.pdf; advice-local-residents Review.pdf

Dear Ms Ring,

We are in receipt of your letter and thank you for the opportunity to address the issues you have raised
therein.

In response the matters you have raised in your letter we are able to clarify the following matters.

The Premises licence holder has a licence issued by Haringey Licensing Authority under the Licensing Act
2003 that enable them to provide regulated entertainment and the sale of alcohol in the area defined under
the licence at Finsbury Park. The licence conditions are related to upholding and promoting the four
licensing objectives and as such they look at limiting public nuisance, taking steps to prevention of crime
and disorder, public safety and the protection of children from harm.

The Guidance that sits alongside the Act advises that we consider more purposed pieces of legislation to
deal with matters that are best able to provide a quick and easy solution to problems that may arise. So in
this regard it is worth noting that other legislation such as Health and Safety at Work Act, Fires Safety
Regulation, Environmental Protection Act, Road Traffic Act etc all have a role in the planning and execution
of these events.

The Premises Licence holder is required to have their event management plan considered by the Safety
Advisory Group. The group provides advice and guidance on any specific matters in the proposed plans
put forward. Each authority is able to take its own course of action if it feels that the plan or an aspect of the
plan is not fit for purpose or would not achieve the outcome being sought.

Whilst your clients can encourage residents to contact them to share their Wireless experience, offering
this avenue to lodge complaints does not assist the complainant in getting access to the live services and
resources that are put in place to deal with issues that may arise from the event. Each borough has its own
cleansing, noise officers and local enforcement officers that would be on patrol in their own areas as part of
the business as usual services that are in place on any given day. The complaints line provided by the
promoter as part of their licence conditions provided adequate cover for concerns to be raised over the
three days and was there for the benefit of residents and businesses alike.

We will take each of the points you have raised in the order you have raised them.

1. Noise:

The Premises Licence requires the licence holder to carry out very specific conditions in relation to the
managing noise from the events. This is an outdoor concert and therefore there is every likelihood of the
music from the concert being heard. However the Council has imposed best practice in terms of ensuring
that the licence holder complied with the Code of Practice on Noise at Outdoor concerts. The licence
holder is required to:

¢ Have a noise management plan prior to the event.

e To have leafleted residents and business in a given area to advise of the pending event and any

relevant information to enable residents and business to submit complaints and feedback.
o The leaflet has to be distributed 2 weeks prior to the event.



o The licence holder must also contract an acoustic engineer to undertake the monitoring of the noise
throughout the concert period to ensure that it does not breach the limits set at the monitoring
points.

¢ There is a complaints line that is in use throughout the actual event period.

In addition Haringey's own Noise Officer checks the monitoring points and take their own readings
independently to the promoters contractor.

We can confirm that the noise condition requirements above were carried out .

With regards the phone line we are unclear as to why there would be a recorded message as the line was
manned by 2 people at all times and if one line was busy there was an automatic trip over to the second
line. If lines were busy callers were called back immediately.

We are unaware of what is being referred to in relation to a ‘Licensing Meeting’. The point of having the
complaints line was to enable officers to respond to complaints as and when they came in.

We note you have said that the Council officers findings are not shown in the complaint log. The complaint
log details the outcome of the visits that the Noise Officers made. In order to assist you we have attached
the Enforcement Response Teams report and noise readings for the 3 days of the event. This is in addition
to the FOI you had previously requested for the noise report from the promoters contractor which has now
been shared with you.

We understand some concern has been raised in relation to the Woodstock Road data shown in the log
from the acoustic contractor. In order to clarify how to read this data it is important to note that the
methodology was slightly different this year to previous years with the use of the Metrao system which
basically enabled continuous monitoring of sound levels whereas in previous years the acoustic consultant
would have to manually pause out other noise sources. This meant that the measurements included all
noise sources other than those from the event so included train pass bys and other local sources. This is
so the monitoring equipment could correlate the levels from site to those offsite and calculate the
contribution from purely music noise from the Festival. This means that there are breaches of the noise
conditions just from the background noise and trains passing. For example, if you look at the data from the
stages on Friday from midday on Friday 8", the system has measured a breach even though there was no
act on any of the stages. What the system does is calculate the contribution of just the music noise to the
levels based on the correlation to what is happening onsite and then comes up with the figure in the
calculated Music LAeq column, which is low when there are no acts on stage and increases when the
stages start. The relevant column is the calculated LAeq column which basicaily shows the actual music
noise level at Woodstock Road.

The other thing to bear in mind is that these measurements were taken from the car park on Woodstock
Road, and not the new location across the road, purely for security reasons. This location was 2dB higher
than the agreed representative location across the road.

The Levels taken by the Haringey Noise Officer was from the position across the road on Wood stock Road
and showed no exceedance of the noise level.

The license conditions were met throughout the festival and there were no breaches. There was a period of
time on the Sunday afternoon where a subjective assessment outside a complainant’s home indicated that
the noise was excessive and contact was made with Vanguardia and adjustments were made to the music
at the sound desk which resulted in an improved assessment but checks made at the nearest monitoring
point did not result in a level in excess of the Licence condition.

In terms of compliance with the noise conditions on the Premises Licence we are of the view that the
promoter took steps to meet the conditions of the licence and to promote and uphold the objective of
preventing public nuisance. This is reflected in the reduced number of complaints from this years events. Is
there a comparison?

2. - Anti social behaviour
Your letters highlights reports of drug taking NOS and needles, Alcohol and its effects and behaviour of
Festivals goers. For clarification purposes we will address these individually:

Needles

(

e



We are alarmed by the comments produced in the letter that have come from residents stating that there
were needles and condoms everywhere as well as drugs being stashed in bushes etc. We are not aware
of needles being a factor for this event. Hackney Cleansing department cleaned both the internal event
space and the streets outside for the promoter and there were no reports of needles being found by the
street sweepers or their supervisors who were on site on a 24 hour basis. There was also no reports from
and Parks and Enforcement officers on duty

Drugs

We are also not aware of drugs being stashed in bushes and hope that the residents who have made this
claim reported such behaviour to the Police, which would have been the right and proper action to take.
The allegation of seeing a car outside the Fingsbury Park Mosque and alleging there to be drug sales taking
place is a criminal matter and we can only hope that the person claiming to have seen this took the
appropriate steps and called /reported this to the Police.

Having checked the complaints log there were 2 incidents reported by local residents relating to drugs over
the event period, there is no way of evidencing that this was related to the event.

It is a shame that the park user found canisters but unfortunately this isn’t just an occurrence brought into
the park by Wireless and its attendees. Festival Republic operate a strict door policy in regards to what is
allowed within the fenced event site, and all drugs both illegal and legal are banned, including NOS. Their
search policy also covers staff working onsite and is extended to vehicles coming onto site, such as traders
etc. Metal detectors were in use on the majority of the entry lanes and hand scanners were also issued to
staff on the gates, but as with any event that has large numbers of people in attendance, it is impossible to
pick up on everything that people may try to bring in.

We are able to say that the promoter worked with the Police to deter and disrupt such behaviour from
entering the event, this was done through searching the person and bags as well as the use of

wands. There were some problems with the search archers on the first morning of the event but this was
backed up by the use of wands. We have raised this as an area for improvement for future event in terms
of ensuring that the search regime.is better managed by the contracted security teams going forward.

You may be aware that the use of Nitrous Oxide is not a criminal offence but the selling of it as a drug is an
offence. The Police and alsoHaringey’s Street Trading Enforcement Officers were active across the 3 days
to deal with any opportunistic sellers who felt they were above the law. The use of NOS gas was
significantly down on last year and this is due to the new Psychoactive Substances Act that came into
effect earlier this year which has made the production, distribution, sale and supply of legal highs which are
intended for human consumption as a legal high an offence.

General Behaviour of Festival Goers

We are not aware of any behaviour by festival goers that had caused concerns to the Police. The area had
security staff as well as Haringey's own Event Host out in the surrounding streets to help with sign posting
and ensuring festival goers and non festival goers were able to move around in the area without being
adversely affected.

Urinations

There were additional toilets placed in side street across from the park and outside of the park tin order to
ensure there were amenities available. Local businesses also took advantage and offered their premises
to visitors coming into Finsbury park for the day .

Evictions.

The promoter operated an eviction policy and any individuals that were of concern in terms of their
behaviour or if they were considered not able to take care of themselves would have been placed in
Welfare and or handed over to the police on being evicted from the event space.

The Council can only consider complaints we received via the complaints line in real time to enable us or
the promoter or whichever relevant agency to attend and deal with that particular issue The complaints that
have been made to the Friends of Finsbury Park Forum are after the event and cannot be verified and
investigated at this stage.

3. - Dangerous set up



The complaints raised in this section refer to vehicle use in the park for the build up and break down of the
event space. These matters although mentioned in the overall event management plan are not licensable
activities and are carried out in agreement with the Parks Service and the promoter. However | can inform
you that the plans for this year included the Council working closely with the organisers to ensure the build
had minimal impact on park users and that safety was paramount. Park users were asked to take care
when going through the park during this time as there would be lorries and other vehicles coming into the
park to facilitate the build of the event space and the installing of the green shield fencing around the event
space. Festival Republic had their own Safety Officer monitoring vehicle movement to ensure that vehicles
observe a safe speed limit while moving around the park.

A full traffic management plan for the park was written and distributed to all contractors by Festival
Republic before they moved onto site, to ensure that set procedures were detailed and followed, the
internal traffic management plan was incorporated into the overall Event Management Plan but is not
conditioned by the premises licence.

Among other things the internal traffic management plan included:
e speed limits that the drivers were instructed to adhere to
¢ information on the vehicle curfew introduced this year at key school times to make school ingress
and egress as easy as possible for parents/carers and children
signing in procedure which all vehicles had to do in order to gain access on to the site
» The carriage way was separated by fencing to keep pedestrians and cyclist away from construction
traffic.

Complaints were received from your clients in relation to the odd vehicle movement that they felt was going
too fast and not observing the agreed speed or did not have a banks-man walking with it. Such complaints
were dealt with at the time of being received during the build up or the break down period. The complaints
received relating to onsite traffic issues were addressed at the time directly with the onsite Health and
Safety Officer for Festival Republic. To be clear the contractors on site were given clear guidance and
instructions about vehicle movement within the park for the build and break down periods.

We do not feel that the protection of children objective has been engaged here as there was no licensable
activity taking place at these times and other legislation such as Health and Safety requirements are better
suited to consider vehicle movement on what is effectively a building site. There are no licence conditions
in relation to vehicle movement on the licence.

The Section 182 Guidance advises that Licence holders have a responsibility to ensure the safety of those
using their premises, as a part of their duties under the 2003 Act. This concerns the safety of people using
the relevant premises rather than public health which is addressed in other legislation. Physical safety
includes the prevention of accidents and injuries and other immediate harms that can result from alcohol
consumption such as unconsciousness or alcohol poisoning. Conditions relating to public safety may also
promote the crime and disorder objective.

The Council takes steps to ensure licensed premises operate in accordance with the law and with
any conditions attached to their licences. There may be occasions when concerns exist over the
operation of premises which cannot be resolved either through mediation or enforcement. in those
situations, a request can be made for the licence to be reviewed. The review process however,
should be used as a last resort. Attempts to resolve problems should be made through other
avenues such as informal approaches and intervention by other council services such as the Noise
Team before a review is requested. The grounds on which you are asking for a review should
relate to one or more of the licensing objectives.

The Licensing Authority or any of the Responsibie Authority’s are not currently considering reviewing the
premises licence following this years event. The conditions of the licence were complied with and any
learning points or areas for improvement have been discussed and will be worked on to improve the
delivery of events going forward.

The onus is upon the Premises Licence Holder to meet the requirements of the licence, we have attached
a copy of the licence condition and indicated from a Licensing Authority perspective if the conditions were
met and where there is need for some minor improvement going forward.

4



For your information | have attached the Home Office factsheet in relation to applying for reviews under the
Licensing Act 2003.

I hope the information supplied is of assistance to you.
Kind regards

Daliah Barrett
Licensing Team Leader

Haringey.Council
6th Floor,10 Station Road, London, N22 7TR

T. 020 8489 8232
daliah.barrett@haringey.gov.uk

www.haringey.gov.uk
twitter@haringeycouncil
facebook.com/haringeycouncil

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential, may be subject to legal privilege and are intended only
for the person(s) or organisation(s) to whom this emalil is addressed. Any unauthorised use, retention, distribution,
copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the system
administrator at Haringey Council immediately and delete this e-mail from your system. Although this e-mail and
any attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other defect which might affect any computer or system into
which they are received and opened, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure they are virus free and no
responsibility is accepted for any loss or damage from receipt or use thereof. All communications sent to of from
external third party organisations may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with relevant

legislation.

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
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Susan Ring

From: Barrett Daliah <Daliah.Barrett@haringey.gov.uk>

Sent: 26 October 2016 17:28

To: Susan Ring; Charlie Merrett

Cc: 'licensing@haringey.gov.uk.’; Feedback

Subject: FW: LETTER OF COMPLAINT RESPONSE. S RING

Attachments: FESTIVAL REPUBLIC CONDITIONS.pdf; LOG OF SOUND DATA FROM WIRELESS.pdf:

Finsbury Park Acoustic monitoring form July 2016 Wireless.pdf; Wireless - Noise
team 2016.pdf; advice-local-residents Review.pdf

Dear Ms Ring,

We are in receipt of your letter and thank you for the opportunity to address the issues you have raised
therein.

In response the matters you have raised in your letter we are able to clarify the following matters.

The Premises licence holder has a licence issued by Haringey Licensing Authority under the Licensing Act
2003 that enable them to provide regulated entertainment and the sale of alcohol in the area defined under
the licence at Finsbury Park. The licence conditions are related to upholding and promoting the four
licensing objectives and as such they look at limiting public nuisance, taking steps to prevention of crime
and disorder, public safety and the protection of children from harm.

The Guidance that sits alongside the Act advises that we consider more purposed pieces of legislation to
deal with matters that are best able to provide a quick and easy solution to problems that may arise. So in
this regard it is worth noting that other legislation such as Health and Safety at Work Act, Fires Safety
Regulation, Environmental Protection Act, Road Traffic Act etc all have a role in the planning and execution
of these events.

The Premises Licence holder is required to have their event management plan considered by the Safety
Advisory Group. The group provides advice and guidance on any specific matters in the proposed plans
put forward. Each authority is able to take its own course of action if it feels that the plan or an aspect of the
plan is not fit for purpose or would not achieve the outcome being sought.

Whilst your clients can encourage residents to contact them to share their Wireless experience, offering
this avenue to lodge complaints does not assist the complainant in getting access to the live services and
resources that are put in place to deal with issues that may arise from the event. Each borough has its own
cleansing, noise officers and local enforcement officers that would be on patrol in their own areas as part of
the business as usual services that are in place on any given day. The complaints line provided by the
promoter as part of their licence conditions provided adequate cover for concerns to be raised over the
three days and was there for the benefit of residents and businesses alike.

We will take each of the points you have raised in the order you have raised them.

1. Noise:

The Premises Licence requires the licence holder to carry out very specific conditions in relation to the
managing noise from the events. This is an outdoor concert and therefore there is every likelihood of the
music from the concert being heard. However the Council has imposed best practice in terms of ensuring
that the licence holder complied with the Code of Practice on Noise at Outdoor concerts. The licence
holder is required to:

o Have a noise management plan prior to the event.

e To have leafleted residents and business in a given area to advise of the pending event and any

relevant information to enable residents and business to submit complaints and feedback.
o The leaflet has to be distributed 2 weeks prior to the event.



* The licence holder must also contract an acoustic engineer to undertake the monitoring of the noise
throughout the concert period to ensure that it does not breach the limits set at the monitoring
points.

¢ There is a complaints line that is in use throughout the actual event period.

In addition Haringey’s own Noise Officer checks the monitoring points and take their own readings
independently to the promoters contractor.

We can confirm that the noise condition requirements above were carried out .

With regards the phone line we are unclear as to why there would be a recorded message as the line was
manned by 2 people at all times and if one line was busy there was an automatic trip over to the second
line. If lines were busy callers were called back immediately.

We are unaware of what is being referred to in relation to a ‘Licensing Meeting’. The point of having the
complaints line was to enable officers to respond to complaints as and when they came in.

We note you have said that the Council officers findings are not shown in the complaint log. The complaint
log details the outcome of the visits that the Noise Officers made. In order to assist you we have attached

the Enforcement Response Teams report and noise readings for the 3 days of the event. This is in addition
to the FOI you had previously requested for the noise report from the promoters contractor which has now

been shared with you.

We understand some concern has been raised in relation to the Woodstock Road data shown in the log
from the acoustic contractor. In order to clarify how to read this data it is important to note that the
methodology was slightly different this year to previous years with the use of the Metrao system which
basically enabled continuous monitoring of sound levels whereas in previous years the acoustic consultant
would have to manually pause out other noise sources. This meant that the measurements included all
noise sources other than those from the event so included train pass bys and other local sources. This is
so the monitoring equipment could correlate the levels from site to those offsite and caiculate the
contribution from purely music noise from the Festival. This means that there are breaches of the noise
conditions just from the background noise and trains passing. For example, if you look at the data from the
stages on Friday from midday on Friday 8", the system has measured a breach even though there was no
act on any of the stages. What the system does is calculate the contribution of just the music noise to the
levels based on the correlation to what is happening onsite and then comes up with the figure in the
calculated Music LAeq column, which is low when there are no acts on stage and increases when the
stages start. The relevant column is the calculated LAeq column which basically shows the actual music
noise level at Woodstock Road.

The other thing to bear in mind is that these measurements were taken from the car park on Woodstock
Road, and not the new location across the road, purely for security reasons. This location was 2dB higher
than the agreed representative location across the road.

The Levels taken by the Haringey Noise Officer was from the position across the road on Wood stock Road
and showed no exceedance of the noise level.

The license conditions were met throughout the festival and there were no breaches. There was a period of
time on the Sunday afternoon where a subjective assessment outside a complainant’s home indicated that
the noise was excessive and contact was made with Vanguardia and adjustments were made to the music
at the sound desk which resuited in an improved assessment but checks made at the nearest monitoring
point did not result in a level in excess of the Licence condition.

In terms of compliance with the noise conditions on the Premises Licence we are of the view that the
promoter took steps to meet the conditions of the licence and to promote and uphold the objective of
preventing public nuisance. This is reflected in the reduced number of complaints from this years events. Is
there a comparison?

2. - Anti social behaviour
Your letters highlights reports of drug taking NOS and needles, Alcohol and its effects and behaviour of
Festivals goers. For clarification purposes we will address these individually:

Needles

(



We are alarmed by the comments produced in the letter that have come from residents stating that there
were needles and condoms everywhere as well as drugs being stashed in bushes etc. We are not aware
of needies being a factor for this event. Hackney Cleansing department cleaned both the internal event
space and the streets outside for the promoter and there were no reports of needles being found by the
street sweepers or their supervisors who were on site on a 24 hour basis. There was also no reports from
and Parks and Enforcement officers on duty

Drugs

We are also not aware of drugs being stashed in bushes and hope that the residents who have made this
claim reported such behaviour to the Police, which would have been the right and proper action to take.
The allegation of seeing a car outside the Finsbury Park Mosque and alleging there to be drug sales taking
place is a criminal matter and we can only hope that the person ciaiming to have seen this took the
appropriate steps and called /reported this to the Police.

Having checked the complaints log there were 2 incidents reported by local residents relating to drugs over
the event period, there is no way of evidencing that this was related to the event.

Itis a shame that the park user found canisters but unfortunately this isn't just an occurrence brought into
the park by Wireless and its attendees. Festival Republic operate a strict door policy in regards to what is
allowed within the fenced event site, and all drugs both illegal and legal are banned, including NOS. Their
search policy also covers staff working onsite and is extended to vehicles coming onto site, such as traders
etc. Metal detectors were in use on the majority of the entry lanes and hand scanners were also issued to
staff on the gates, but as with any event that has large numbers of people in attendance, it is impossible to
pick up on everything that people may try to bring in.

We are able to say that the promoter worked with the Police to deter and disrupt such behaviour from
entering the event, this was done through searching the person and bags as well as the use of

wands. There were some problems with the search archers on the first morning of the event but this was
backed up by the use of wands. We have raised this as an area for improvement for future event in terms
of ensuring that the search regime is better managed by the contracted security teams going forward.

You may be aware that the use of Nitrous Oxide is not a criminal offence but the selling of it as a drug is an
offence. The Police and also Haringey's Street Trading Enforcement Officers were active across the 3 days
to deal with any opportunistic sellers who felt they were above the law. The use of NOS gas was
significantly down on last year and this is due to the new Psychoactive Substances Act that came into
effect earlier this year which has made the production, distribution, sale and supply of legal highs which are
intended for human consumption as a legal high an offence.

General Behaviour of Festival Goers

We are not aware of any behaviour by festival goers that had caused concerns to the Police. The area had
security staff as well as Haringey’s own Event Host out in the surrounding streets to help with sign posting
and ensuring festival goers and non festival goers were able to move around in the area without being
adversely affected.

Urinations

There were additional toilets placed in side street across from the park and outside of the park tin order to
ensure there were amenities available. Local businesses also took advantage and offered their premises
to visitors coming into Finsbury park for the day .

Evictions.

The promoter operated an eviction policy and any individuals that were of concern in terms of their
behaviour or if they were considered not able to take care of themselves would have been placed in
Welfare and or handed over to the police on being evicted from the event space.

The Council can only consider complaints we received via the complaints line in real time to enable us or
the promoter or whichever relevant agency to attend and deal with that particular issue The complaints that
have been made to the Friends of Finsbury Park Forum are after the event and cannot be verified and
investigated at this stage.

3. -Dangerous set up



The complaints raised in this section refer to vehicle use in the park for the build up and break down of the
event space. These matters although mentioned in the overall event management plan are not licensable
activities and are carried out in agreement with the Parks Service and the promoter. However | can inform
you that the plans for this year included the Council working closely with the organisers to ensure the build
had minimal impact on park users and that safety was paramount. Park users were asked to take care
when going through the park during this time as there would be lorries and other vehicles coming into the
park to facilitate the build of the event space and the installing of the green shield fencing around the event
space. Festival Republic had their own Safety Officer monitoring vehicle movement to ensure that vehicles
observe a safe speed limit while moving around the park.

A full traffic management plan for the park was written and distributed to all contractors by Festival
Republic before they moved onto site, to ensure that set procedures were detailed and followed, the
internal traffic management plan was incorporated into the overall Event Management Plan but is not
conditioned by the premises licence.

Among other things the internal traffic management plan included:
e speed limits that the drivers were instructed to adhere to
¢ information on the vehicle curfew introduced this year at key school times to make school ingress
and egress as easy as possible for parents/carers and children
¢ signing in procedure which all vehicles had to do in order to gain access on to the site
The carriage way was separated by fencing to keep pedestrians and cyclist away from construction
traffic.

Complaints were received from your clients in relation to the odd vehicle movement that they felt was going
too fast and not observing the agreed speed or did not have a banks-man walking with it. Such complaints
were dealt with at the time of being received during the build up or the break down period. The complaints
received relating to onsite traffic issues were addressed at the time directly with the onsite Health and
Safety Officer for Festival Republic. To be clear the contractors on site were given clear guidance and
instructions about vehicle movement within the park for the build and break down periods.

We do not feel that the protection of children objective has been engaged here as there was no licensable
activity taking place at these times and other legislation such as Health and Safety requirements are better
suited to consider vehicle movement on what is effectively a building site. There are no licence conditions
in relation to vehicle movement on the licence.

The Section 182 Guidance advises that Licence holders have a responsibility to ensure the safety of those
using their premises, as a part of their duties under the 2003 Act. This concerns the safety of people using
the relevant premises rather than public health which is addressed in other legislation. Physical safety
includes the prevention of accidents and injuries and other immediate harms that can result from alcohol
consumption such as unconsciousness or alcohol poisoning. Conditions relating to public safety may also
promote the crime and disorder objective.

The Council takes steps to ensure licensed premises operate in accordance with the law and with
any conditions attached to their licences. There may be occasions when concerns exist over the
operation of premises which cannot be resolved either through mediation or enforcement. In those
situations, a request can be made for the licence to be reviewed. The review process however,
should be used as a last resort. Attempts to resolve problems should be made through other
avenues such as informal approaches and intervention by other council services such as the Noise
Team before a review is requested. The grounds on which you are asking for a review should
relate to one or more of the licensing objectives.

The Licensing Authority or any of the Responsible Authority’s are not currently considering reviewing the
premises licence following this years event. The conditions of the licence were complied with and any
learning points or areas for improvement have been discussed and will be worked on to improve the
delivery of events going forward.

The onus is upon the Premises Licence Holder to meet the requirements of the licence, we have attached
a copy of the licence condition and indicated from a Licensing Authority perspective if the conditions were
met and where there is need for some minor improvement going forward.

4
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For your information | have attached the Home Office factsheet in relation to applying for reviews under the
Licensing Act 2003.

I hope the information supplied is of assistance to you.
Kind regards

Daliah Barrett
Licens}i‘ng Team Leader

Haringey Council
6th Floor,10 Station Road, London, N22 7TR

T. 020 8489 8232
daliah.barrett@haringey.gov.uk

www.haringey.gov.uk
twitter@haringeycouncil
facebook.com/haringeycouncil

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential, may be subject to legal privilege and are intended only
for the person(s) or organisation(s) to whom this email is addressed. Any unauthorised use, retention, distribution,
copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. if you have received this email in error, please notify the system
administrator at Haringey Council immediately and delete this e-mail from your system. Although this e-mail and
any attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other defect which might affect any computer or system into
which they are received and opened, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure they are virus free and no
responsibility is accepted for any loss or damage from receipt or use thereof. All communications sent to or from
external third party organisations may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with relevant
legislation.

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
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Dear Resident and Local Business,
1 am writing to confirm our plans for the Festival Republic 2017 evenls in Finsbuty Park. This year wo have added an

additioral event called Community Festival ont July. Wireless Festival will take place on 7, 8, 9 July. We are really
{ooking forvard to warking in the community again,

Below sre detals of plans developed with the local counclls (Haringey, Hackney and Isiington). TiL, Metropoiitar Police,
First Capital Connect, London Amhmmc@-Samico an‘dsnmcr-slamtorybodles.

Fastival Repuhjﬁg succeed:
<crimé statistics a_ndatnis 15 50

' earp hich inciL ges eventmanagement, c&eantng and security:
‘orare ldr;nnﬂedaby the local community.

&

tact Harin ey Council Licensing during normat offic hours
zbfmsoom Please note these numbers should be

MuUSIC ETARTS mus HEAD( lNFR ATTENDANCE

. 2:0¢ 35,000
1530 2200 37,500
7E00 2007 | Sk P’ 37,500
TSRl 12807 2645 ! 7800

-Gmhe davbefora and o event days sound checks and rehearsals shall not exceed 90 minittes duration within an agreed
3 hour window. These will start at apgroximately: 4pm on Friday 30 June and again at 4pm on Thursday 6 Juby Times of
saund checks and rehearsal Will e agreed with Haringely Councll, Sound checks and rehiearsals will not take place on any
olher day.



PARKING RESTRICTIONS - WHAT ROADS WILL BE AFFECTED AND WHEN?

HARINGEY ROADS

Oriafl event days the follawing parking cortrols will be i operation within Harlngey.

» The Event Day contrals in Finsbury.Park CPZ. Finsbury Park B & C CPZs will be operational untit 20:30 pn the dates
listed ahovs.

+ The existing Green Lanes A CPZ times will be extended to 08:30 and 20:30'0n Satutday 1 July, 18:30 and 20:30 oni
Friday 7 July, 08:30 and 20:30 an Satirday 8 July, 08:30 and 20,30 on Sunday 9 Jilly in the following roads;

Wightman Road, Umfreville Road, Warwick Gardens, Railway Approach, Woollastone Road, Roseberry Gardens,
Warham Road, Atterbury Road, Devon Gardens, Pemberton Road, Cyprus Close, Rutland Gardens, Mattison Road,
Salisbury Road, Essex Gordons, Duckett Road, Kimberley Gardens, Grafton Gardens, Cavendish Road, Cleveland
‘Gardens, Stanhope Gardens, Burgoyne Road, Chesterfiald Gardens, Portland Gardens, Doncaster Gardens &
Sussex Gardens,

- The existing Green Lanes B CPZ.limes will be exténded to 08:30 and 20:30.0n Saturday 1.July, 1830 and 20:30 on
Friday 7 Juby, 08:30.and 20:30 on Saturday 8 July, 08:30 and 20:30 on Sunday 9 July in the following roads: Alroy Road,
Canningsby Rodd, Endyinion Road, Lothair Road Noith, Lothair Road South Tancred Road and Venotia Road, N4,

This means.on the days and times listed above, vehicles must not park in any residents/business packing buy on
Ihese roads tnfess they display, a valid Green Lanies CPZ (GLA & GIiB) permit of visitors®" permit, Existing parking
restrictions apply,

ISLINGTON ROADS

Allhough we are encoutaging everybody wio atténds W concarls 19 tse:public fransport slington Councll are-patting in
place further parking controls to ensure that the fives of thelr residents are hot disrupted by additional traffic.

The canlrals will be simitar 1o these i place on Arsénsl metch deys, and dctas a safeguard for resilents, There- will be
additionat enforcement patrols as the controlied parking hours will reflect arvival and departure limes of festival goers.
Thete wil be no cost to those who alieady have a residents parking permit. There will be road closures so that the venue
can be emptied quickly, efficiently and above all, safely. We do not plan to divert trafiic along residenlial roads and an
signed diversions will baon A roads. We alm to keep duration of any closures as shortas possible. Festival Republic are
working with all thrée borough councils and their colleagues in TiL and the emergenty sénvices (o minimise any distuption
caused by these events.

HACKNEY ROADS : _
Toensure that residents in the Finsbury Park area ase not impacted by the increase in visitors driving lo Wireless, Hackney
Counch will be extending the hours of cantrol |n Parking Zones G and G2 during the festivat to tipm.

During thattime, vehicles will need Lo display a valid permit o park in asty of the resident permit perinit hoider only,
business pemmitin the area between 8.30am and Hipm on Saturday 1July and Friday and Saturday 7 and 8 July (7am and
Tom for Zone G2) and between Ham and Hpm on Sunday 9 July (for both zones). Parking in pay and display parking bays
will retain the same hours of operation. !

Wam'fqgisigns and posters will be displayed In the arsss affected to advise drivers of the changes to the holws of operation.
Please conlact parking services un 020 8356 BET7 or ia email ot consuliparkingBhackney.govuk if you have any queries.

ROAD CLOSURES - ;

Seven Sistors Road (between Hornsey Rood and Green Lanes) and Stroud Green Road (between Soven Sisters
Road and Tollington Park / Upper Toilington Park] will be closed between 2145 - 23:00 an Friday 1 July and Friday 7
& Saturday 8 July. it will bo closed between 21:30 - 22:45 on Sunday 9 July. This ls (o ensue the safc agrass of public
leaving the park. AIE. .

The roads will be clased at all junctions jolning Seven Sisters Rd betwesn Horrisey Rpad & Green Lanes covering;
Portland Rise, Brand Close, Alexandra Grove, Queens Diive, Wilberforee Road, Finsbury Park Road, Blackstock Road, Rock
Street, (sledon Road, Coleridge Road, Yonge Park, Medina Road, Beriman Road, Thane \ilas, Newington Barrow Way.
Sonderbirg Road, Dirham Road, Pooles Purk, Playlord Roud & Fonthill Read.

' you e in Fonthill Road, please keep hold of this letter, which will act as a pénmiit to shaw our security and trafic
marshals that access is permitted. '
The toads will be closed at all junctions joining Strold Gréen Road between Seven Sisters Road and Tollingtah Park {
Upper Tollington Park cavering: Wells Tetrace, Monis Place, Lennox Raad & Perth Road.




NEW FOR 2017

The audience will no longer exitthe event va Finshury Park Gate and spiff out onto Seven Sisters Road. The road will
remain closed as a contingency rmeasure, however, e egress vill be contained within the park itself for 2017 An exit
‘oiite has heen bullt internally 10 the. park fencing which will see the audience exit the arena at the Manor House and

of the festival site. From here they will Lurrt iight and make their way down the side of the stectshiéid fencing lowards
Fincsbury Park Gate. Customers for Finsbury Park Station will remain inside the park and queue towards Stroud Graen
Road Gate where they will exit the park and inmediately eter ttie station. By ensuring the crewd remain inside the park
we are hopefull that the impact on local residents will be minimal.

We are. working closely with our partners Including the Metropolitan Police, to constanily review the: Security sitiation
and we enicourage the public to report any suspicious activity to the Anti-Terrorism Hotline on 0800 789 321 or 999

Inan emergency;

WILL THE CONCERT AFFECT PUBLIC TRANSPORT?

Yes, the road closures listed above will have an effect on the buses as they will have to. he diverted. Finsbury Park &
Manor House stations will be healy congested on friday 1, Friday 7 ane Saturdlay 8 from 2130 es a large number of the
‘custamers attending the concert will use these stations.

On Sunclay 9 the show finishes catlier so these stations vill be heavily congested from 2145, For further Information on the
affected routes and sehvices please check on the THL website. Please riote thit due to the mujor works at Finsbury Park

Station, heavy queues are expected.

WHAT MEASURES ARE BEING TAKEN TO STOP PEOPLE PARKING IN THE RESIDENTIAL AREAS SURROUNDING F
THE PARK?

Concen visitars have been advised that there is no parking in the area around Finsbury Park and they should plan their

1oute using puﬁl« Zam:pmh Cones and 5 %,qnago véllbe, positioned at the entry rads 1o surounding residential areas to

Teinforce the restrictions on concert traffic parking. CPZ matchvevent day parking contrals will operste as decessary.

_LOCAI. SCHOOLS, PUBLIC NUISANCE 8 EGRESS
;Wa wm .onb"hav&a single matn onirance to {he sile {through ihe»rfm-*tmry Palk Gato),wmcn will mduoe thé mlmber oi
de Rr}ﬂncl En I

O

our site, In major areas of quetiing and plibiic
service the quedes into Finsbury Park Station.

' 57 i_e:on ‘the map) at the end of the day and/stewards will be
egless tmd quemng«'qttheiem‘ of the pight.

lions or concerms leading up 1o or during the eventpidase don' thestfaw {0 conlact me o

ffyoui
finsburypark-residentsefestivalrepublic.co.ul.
stasncerw-

Melvin Benn

Festival Director, Festival Republic

T
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For: Applicant

Witness: Christian Bonato
1st Witness statement
Made: 26 June 2018
Exhibit: CB1

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION FOR THE REVIEW
OF A PREMISES LICENCE UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003

BETWEEN:
THE FRIENDS OF FINSBURY PARK
-and-

HARINGEY LONDON BOROUGH COUNCIL

Licensing Authority
-and-

LIVE NATION (MUSIC) UK LTD
Premises Licence Holder

Braft/WITNESS STATEMENT OF CHRISTIAN BONATO

I, CHRISTIAN BONATO, of 31 Finsbury Park Road London N4 2JY, say as follows:

1. I make this witness statement in support of the Friends’ application for a review
under section 51 of the Licensing Act 2003 of premises licence number
LN/000012182 held by Live Nation (Music) UK Ltd for the premises of Finsbury
Park, Seven Sisters Road, London N4 2AB.

2. T have lived at my property for about 4 years and live on my own. The property
is approximately 300m from Finsbury Park.

3. Wireless Festival 2017 took place Friday to Sunday 7-9 July 2017.

4. 1 was at home on Friday 7 July 2017 from about 6 pm onwards and in and out of
home on Saturday and Sunday 8 and 9 July 2018.



5. On Friday 7 July 2017, I arrived home after work around 6-7pm; public transport

_was disrupted and it was difficult to come out of the Finsbury Park tube station
»as it was very crowded. Before Wireless Festival I had been given detailed plans
of how organisers were going to deal with people outside the station; they said

there were going to be barriers but there were no barriers there.

6. On Saturday and Sunday 8 and 9 July 2017, I noticed groups of people gathering
around the parking spot near my property; 10-15 people were “ballooning” i.e.
taking nitrous oxide. I called the police who dispersed the drug takers and the
cannisters were left behind. I took photographs of the people taking drugs in
the parking spot; they were reported in the Hackney Gazette and I take this
opportunity to exhibit the article which is still online.

7. Younger people were also using the parking spot as a public toilet; others were
sitting on our walls; we had to put fences around the walls as a result of Wireless

Festival to stop people from entering our property.

8. Other anti-social behaviour included people throwing things in my bins and
outside my bin and falling into my property.

9. I was also affected by noise from the Festival. I could hear the music from my
terrace; the intensity of the music varied depending on the direction of the wind
but I was not able to enjoy my terrace for the 3 days of the festival and normally
I use the terrace a lot.

10. The disturbance from the crowd continued until 10-11pm during the 3 days of
Wireless; but people who wanted to take drugs stuck around; there was no

patrolling and police were not responding to 101 calls.

11. During each day of Wireless, the area around Finsbury Park effectively became a
no-go area; no one wants to come and see you; it is very messy and seedy all
around the tube station.






For: Applicant

Witness: Christian Bonato
1st Witness statement
Made: 24 June 2018
Exhibit: CB1

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION FOR THE REVIEW
OF A PREMISES LICENCE UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003

BETWEEN:

THE FRIENDS OF FINSBURY PARK
Applicant
-and-

HARINGEY LONDON BOROUGH COUNCIL
Licensing Authority

-and-

LIVE NATION (MUSIC) UK LTD
Premises Licence Holder

EXHIBIT CB1

This exhibit marked “CB1” is the exhibit referred to in the witness statement of Christian
Bonato made on 2( June 2018.
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Wireless Festival: Terror of neighbours as Finsbury Park streets
‘taken over by gangs’

PUBLISHED: 08:01 13 July 2017 | UPDATED: 09:02 13 July 2017 | James Morris



Police in Finsbury Park over the weekend.

Another Wireless Festival, another weekend of “hell” for neighbours in Finsbury Park.
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A file image of Wireless Festival in Finsbury Park, taken in 2015. Thousands enjoy the event each year. But
neighbours are concerned about anti-social behaviour in surrounding streets. Picture: Andrew Whitton

Inside the park on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, thousands of fans celebrated the music of Chance the
(D.apper, Skepta, The Weeknd and Nas.

But in the park’s surrounding streets on the border of Hackney and Islington, anxious neighbours this
week told the Gazette there’s a menacing undercurrent of criminality — and they don’t know how much
more they can take.

It ranges from the relatively harmless (drinking in the street and “pissing and pooing” in gardens) to
“terrifying” (gang brawls and open drug dealing).

The annual Wireless event has only been held in Finsbury Park since 2014. But homeowners and
tenants say crime is already ingrained in the festival's culture.

Anita Anderson, of Queen’s Drive, said: “The main thing is drug dealing. It was absolutely rampant
throughout the weekend. You see boys on mopeds offering kids drugs in the streets.



.

streets around Finsbury Park during Wireless Festival, photographed by a neighbour.

Suspected drug use in the

“My friend said it was the same in Ambler Road and Wilberforce Road. | think Wireless now has a
reputation, and that is getting exploited by these gangs. The streets around the park have become a
real nucleus for these dealers to make a lot of money.”

O

A Wilberforce Road woman, who didn’t want to give her name after a weekend of intimidation, echoed
Ms Anderson’s testimony.

She said: “The level of aggression in Wilberforce Road was terrifying. it was lawless. Anti-social
behaviour was off the scale.

“There was a gang chase, of about 20 people, running down the road. We asked one of the stewards
about it, and he said: ‘I'm not risking getting stabbed.’ And | totally get that.”

A man, also from Wilberforce Road, told the Gazette he was assaulted by two boys when he
confronted them over drug dealing outside his house. He said: “I do not want to exaggerate, but | have
to say only the riots in 2011 came close to this.



A file image of Wireless Festival in Finsbury Park, taken in 2014. Thousands enjoy the event each year. But
neighbours are concerned about anti-social behaviour in surrounding streets. Picture: Yui Mok/PA

“I did not feel safe to go out to the street, especially on the Sunday night. And | have lived in Colombia
and Russia, so have seen quite some things.”

Simon Couzens, of Finsbury Park Road, said “more lines are being crossed each year”, and that
Wireless is “is something we have grown to dread”.

Referring to open drug taking in the streets, he said: “To me, it seems some things that would not have
been acceptable a couple of years ago have become a fact of life. They almost have a licence to do it.”

The park is in Haringey, but borders Islington and Hackney. And Mr Couzens said: “We don'’t seem to
have much power to effect change. Haringey Council calls the shots, but the residents of Hackney and
Islington suffer the consequences as people spill out onto their streets.

“l understand councils are under terrible financial constraints. But we don’t seem to get anything in

return [for money Wireless pays to hire the park]. In 2011, the jamboree play area shut. And the park is
getting run down.

p=



“If the council said: ‘We are going to make your lives hell for a few days, but we are going to invest in
the park,’ that would be great. But it doesn’t happen.”

A Haringey Council spokeswoman said Hackney Council had been responsible for positioning stewards
in the side streets off Seven Sisters Road — such as the ones the Gazette has heard from. Festival

Republic, which runs Wireless, is understood to have paid for the stewards. It has not responded to
requests for comment.

The Haringey spokeswoman said: “We are currently gathering statistics from the weekend in relation to
issues such as anti-social behaviour. However, we — along with Festival Republic and the police — took
a number of steps to ensure the event caused as little disruption to residents as possible. This included
increasing the number of police and stewards on duty and creating a queuing system within the park to
keep exiting festivalgoers off the street.

“Wireless is a major cultural event attended by many local residents and showcasing local talent. It )
brings in hundreds of thousands of pounds of income which go directly into the local parks, ensuring

Finsbury Park remains a top class facility for residents in Haringey, Hackney and Islington the whole
year round.”

Topic Tags:

Haringey Council Hackney Council
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BETWEEN:

THE FRIENDS OF FINSBURY PARK
-and-

HARINGEY LONDON BOROUGH COUNCIL

Licensing Authority
-and-

LIVE NATION (MUSIC) UK LTD
Premises Licence Holder

WITNESS STATEMENT OF LUCIE COHEN

I, LUCIE COHEN, of 23 Vista House, 17 Stroud Green Road, Finsbury Park, London
N4 3FB, say as follows:

1. I make this witness statement in support of the Friends’ application for a
review under section 51 of the Licensing Act 2003 of premises licence
number LN/000012182 held by Live Nation (Music) UK Ltd for the premises of
Finsbury Park, Seven Sisters Road, London N4 2AB.

2. lilve in a 5" floor flat on Stroud Green Road near Finsbury Park. I can see
the Park from my bedroom and living room, which is basically the whole flat.

3. The noise from Wireless 2017 was extremely loud at my flat. I was at home
for most of the festival — Friday 7*" — Sunday 9% July 2017. My experience
was that the nolse got progressively worse from the beginning of the festival
each day. In particular, I experienced vibrations and booming bass —~ a



continuous nolse throughout my apartment. It was like the whole building
was shaking. . '

4. I spoke to a sound engineer who said he worked for the Councll; he was
measuring nioise on a road adjacent to ours, Woodstock Road, which is
separated from the Park by the train track and a very high rise mansion
block. Our block of flats does not have anything separating it from the Park.
I asked why he was nat measuring on our road and he seemed amused and
agreed it was careful placement by the Council; he also said that the nolse
was completely unacceptable in a residential area.

5. I also experienced noise and antl-sodal behaviour after Wireless had finished
each day as festival goers stayed in the area and continued to party.

6. I belleve that the facts stated In this witness statement are true, or in
context, true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.

i

7< June 2018



